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December 20, 2017 

Mr. David T. Gies 
Commonwealth Professor of Spanish 

Dear David: 

Congratulations on your upcoming retirement from the 
University of Virginia. You have earned many awards and 
honorifics throughout your career, yet your most enduring legacy 
may be the indelible mark you have left on this University and 
your fellow colleagues and students. 

For nearly four decades, you have been an integral part of 
this academic community.  Through your leadership in and 
beyond of the classroom, you have shaped the way Spanish is 
taught at the University and inspired countless students. We will 
greatly miss your vision, energy, and enthusiasm. 

I wish you and your family the very best as you enter this 
new phase of life, and I hope you will continue to find 
opportunities to use your talents for the greater good. 

Very truly yours, 

Teresa A. Sullivan 
President 


